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RESEARCH UPDATE 


Executive Director Dr. Evelyn Handler 
signed a cooperative agreement with the 


Dr. Al Leviton, Herpetology, was elected 
a fellow of the Geological Society of 


University of Cadiz, Spain, to foster scientific col- America, where he has been active in the history 
laboration in programs related to teaching and of geology. 
research. 


eos Dr. Bob Van Syoc, Invertebrate Zoology 
Dr. Pat Kociolek, Director of Research, 7 and Geology, identified some Chinese 
Invertebrate Zoology and Geology, hosted Mitten Crabs from South San Francisco Bay — a 


a workshop funded by the National Oceanic and major introduced pest that is an intermediate host 
| Atmospheric Administration about the use of fresh- for Asiatic lung fluke (a human parasite). 
water diatoms to infer climate change. 
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Special 
«? HERBST LECTURE o» 
Honors Wallace Stegner 


In honor of one of the great 
authors and naturalists, 
Wallace Stegner, the Academy 
dedicates the opening pro- 
gram of the 1995 California 
Academy of Sciences Conver- 
sations & Readings at the 
Herbst Theatre with a special 
tribute to his life and work. 
A longtime friend of Stegner 
who was influenced by his 
writing, sociologist and 
storyteller Maxine Hong 
Kingston will present this 
special reading and jecture 
Thursday, Feb. 9. Her novels 
include The Woman Warrior 
and Tripmaster Monkey. 

The Herbst lecture series 
continues Thursday, Mar. 2, 
with neurologist Dr. Oliver 
Sacks in conversation with 
Dr. Philip Zimbardo. Sacks 
has written many popular 
books, including Awakenings 
and The Man Who Mistook 
His Wife for a Hat. 

Dr. George Schaller, one 
of the world’s preeminent 
wildlife and conservation 
scientists, is presented in 
conversation with Orville 
Schell, Wednesday, Mar. 8. 
Associated with the Wildlife 
Conservation Society since 
1966, Schaller currently serves 
as its director for science and 
has authored The Last Panda 
and Serengeti Lion. 


ONYZS/The Wildlife Conservation Society 


Dr. George Schaller 


For tickets, please call City Box 
Office at (415) 392-4400. 


LIFE ON THE I,DGE: 
Preserving Our Coastal Wetlands 


A New Educational 
Art Exhibit by 
Artist/Naturalist 
Erica Fielder 


A new pastel 
exhibit, “Life on 
the Edge: Pre- 
serving Our 
Coastal Wet- 
lands,” brings the 
beauty of 
California’s 
coastal wildlife to 
‘the walls of the 
Academy’s Cafe. Distinguished by their vivid color and expressive style, these paint- 
ings are on display now until April 9. 

Northern California artist and naturalist Erica Fielder developed the art and text 
for this exhibit to educate the public about coastal habitats and wildlife and preser- 
vation issues. The display contains 10 interpretive panels, with text in English and 
Spanish, and the original pastel paintings from which the panels were printed. They 
are meant to deepen the viewer’s empathy with the subject and to provoke thought 
and dialogue. 

This project was sponsored by the Redwood Community Action Agency in Eu- 
reka, through a grant from the State Coastal Conservancy. 


& MORRISON PLANETARIUM & 


Reach Out & Touch the Stars 


Current Sky Shows: The planetarium will be CLOSED for sky show changes Mar. 6-9. The 
new show “Realm of the Galaxies” opens Mar. 10. Experience realistic simulations of the 
night sky and celestial events with the following sky shows. Tickets can be purchased a half 
hour before the show at the box office once inside the Academy. 


Life in the Solar System 


B. Dean Lecture: Scientists are scanning the radio channels and broadcasting signals 
into deep space in hopes of contacting intelligent life in the universe. Such speculations 
are common in science fiction, but is there a scientific basis for the theory that life and 
intelligence develop out of the common atoms and molecules in 
the universe? 

While waiting for radio signals from distant, extraterrestrial 
civilizations, scientists are exploring the solar system. Mars and 
Venus may have had life when the solar system was young, and 
Mars may still support primitive life. The chemical ingredients for 
life also may be abundant on the planet Jupiter and on Titan, the 
giant moon of Saturn. 

Astrophysicist Sallie Baliunas of the Harvard-Smithsonian Center 
for Astrophysics will explain the rationale behind the continued 
search for life within our solar system and outline current re- 
search efforts. 


Tue., Feb. 21— 7:30 p.m.; Tickets, $2 each 


e The Spring ’95 series will continue with: Dr. Jeffrey Plaut, Jet Propulsion Laboratories, 3/28; Dr. Joseph Silk, 
University of California at Berkeley 4/18; and Dr. Sherwood Chang, NASA-Ames Research Center, 5/23. 
e For advance tickets, use the order form. Tickets may be available at the door on a standby basis. Please call 
750-7141, for more information. 


ACADEMY TRAVEL 


River of Kings: Dresden 
and the Danube 


This fascinating itinerary featuring 
Prague, Dresden, the new Main- 
Danube Canal and Budapest explores 
some of the most important centers 
of eastern Europe. Hotel stays at the 
beginning and end complement a 
seven-night cruise through the most 
scenic portion of the Danube. You'll 
visit several small cities and villages, 
as well as metropolitan Vienna. Peter 
Rodda and members of the American 
Museum of Natural History will join 
Academy travelers aboard the new 
150-passenger ship, M.S. Blue Danube. 


June 14-29 

Berth prices: $4,695-$4,895 
(based on double occupancy) 
plus airfare 


Exploring Alaska’s 
Coastal Wilderness 


As you explore Alaska’s Inside Pas- 
sage, you'll walk among the magnifi- 
Cent spice forests of Glacier Bay 
National Park and explore the coves 
of Admiralty Island. With Brian 
Gibeson as your guide, view the 
spectacular waterfalls and fjords of 
Tracy Arm and meet local artists. 
Aboard the 70-passenger M.V. Sea 
Lion you'll experience the freedom 
that only a small ship can provide — 
the freedom to follow a pod of hump- 
back whales, or to disembark and ex- 
plore a pristine wilderness on foot 
or in motorized Zodiac boats. 

July 2-9 

Berth prices: $2,860-$3, 980 


(based on double occupancy) 
plus airfare 


Exploring Norway’s Fjords 
and Arctic Wilderness 


In Spitsbergen, only a few hundred 
miles from the North Pole, you’ll 
spend five days exploring this 
haunting arctic habitat of polar bears 
and giant tusked walruses. You'll 


sail aboard the M.S. Polaris to re- 
mote Bear Island, with its vast colonies 
of sea birds. Also explore dramatic 
fjords such as Geirangerfjord and the 
beautiful, seldom-visited fishing 
villages in the Lofoten Archipelago. 


July 13-28 


Berth prices: $6,470-$ 10,240 
(based on double occupancy) 
plus airfare 


For more information and detailed 
itineraries on these and other 1995 tours 
please call the travel office at 750-7348. 


Mexican Brazilian Dance Mexican 
Indigenous Dance dite cxciing mnahme of Pre-Columbian Music 
The Xuihcoatl Ensemble Brazilian carnaval Feb. 25— Victor Zaballa presents a 
highlights dances that have 28 this year) Poe alive with program of ancient Mexican 
their origin in the Nahuatl- Samba do Cora¢ao, a local music on instruments with a 
speaking cultures centered samba school performing the long history of continuous 


around Tenochtitlan, now typical dances and percus- 
sion music (bateria) of a 


known as Mexico City. 

Mainly associated with the Fonte re-Lenten parade i 
four cardinal directions and Rio. 
cosmic forces, xitontequiza 
dances are spiritual and 
ritual forms of communica- 
tion with deities inthe Aztec 
pantheon — Quetzale tl 
(feather serpent), Tonat 
(sun), and Xuihcoatl (fir 
serpent). : 


use since the time of the 

Toltec Indian civilization. 
f)  Zaballa will give examples 
of ceremonial and social 
music, including love melo- 
dies on the flute, proces- 


bid 


sional music, and songs for 
a 
| 


children such as nursery 
yes and game songs, 


Sat., Feb. 4— 1 to 2 p.m. 
(African Hall) 


aegis one 


Explore cultural traditions from around the world. Free after general admission. Call 750-7164, for more information. 


| SPECIAL LECTURES 


The ¢ (oumon Loon: Spirit of Nonhern Lakes 
Co-sponsored by the North American Loon Fund — 


The common loon’s haunting ery, Olympic-gold dee hs and 
. sharply contrasting black and white feathers have captivated residents of 
+ northern wilderness for years. The appeal of this mysterious water fowl — 
has been enough to reverse the loon’s slide toward extinction. 

hank to Se in. part by the North American Loon Fund (NALF), the story of the common 
loon is an example of how to preserve a species before it reaches a critical point. Dr. Judith 
McIntyre, a trustee of NALF, has spent more than 20 years studying the common loon (Gavia 
immer). In her lecture, McIntyre will use her own observations to present an account of loon | 
biology, behavior and ecology, paying special attention to loon communication. 


fue. hee Ze 7:30 ae $6 members /$8 ne 


Spell of the Tiger - The Man-Eaters of Sophos 


In the mist-shrouded mangrove swamps around the Bay of Bena in India, natives belies that 

Bengal tigers can fly through the air, grow to twice their normal size and be possessed by a god © 

called Daksin Ray. Their belief that the tigers are magical beings es tule an en- 

chanted land has allowed the tiger to | 

thrive — even though these extraordinar- 

ily aggressive tigers kill and eat 

hundreds of people a year. — 
Hear the story of this remark- 

able relationship, presented by 

author Sy Montgomery. Mont- 

gomery spent over two years 

researching tigers for her 

latest book, Spell of the 

Tiger. This vivid slide 

lecture introduces the _ 

people who inhabit this 

area of Sundarbans — the 

largest mangrove swamp 

on earth — and the tigers 

who animate their sacred 

legends and rule their pee 

Ives. 

Thu., Mar. 2— 7:30 p.m 

$6 members /$8 nonmembers 


ADULT AND 
FAMILY EDUCATION 


ie 


The Lives of Marine 
Mamunals 


Though they are mammals, whales, 
seals, sea lions and dolphins re- 
main an enigma to many of us bi- 
peds. Instructor Joe Mueller will 
discuss the biological processes of 
marine mammals, such as diving 
physiology, temperature regula- 
tion, feeding habits, communica- 
tion and mating systems. A field 
trip to Point Reyes will expose 
pinniped haul 
outs and, with 
some luck, 
migration of 
grey whales 
traveling to 
their northern 
feeding 
grounds. 


Lectures: Feb. S-22 (3 Wed.) 

San Oe paige 

Field trip: Mar. 11 (Sat) 

— 9a.m. to noon 

Cost: $70 members/$80 nonmembers 
(Does not include field trip transporta- 
tion) 


Designing Our Genes: 
Genetic Testing & Gene 
Therapy 


Our understanding of human ge- 
netics has mushroomed in recent 
years. We now can pinpoint the 
genetic causes of many diseases, 
personality traits and physical char- 
acteristics. Knowing the genetic 
controls raises the possibility of 
changing human characteristics by 
gene therapy. In this course, in- 
structor Dr. Helen Doyle will build 
a strong base in human genetics, 
and discuss the scientific, clinical 
and ethical issues that arise from 
such work. 

Feb. 16 & 23 (2 Thu.) — 7 to 9 p.m. 
Cost: $25 members/$35 nonmembers 


For more information contact the Adult & 
Family Education program at 750-7100. 


YOUNG AUDIENCES 


Magical Music Express 


Merging social and cultural aware- 
ness with the universal language 
of music, Magical Music Express’ 
Pam Donkin and Nic Bearde 
present their Martin Luther King, 
Jr. show. This inspiring American 
is honored with songs and anec- 
dotes from the civil rights move- 
ment in a 40-minute family per- 
formance with lots of hand clap- 
ping and singing. 


Sun., Feb. 19— 1 p.m. 
This family series in the auditorium is 


free after general admission. Call (415) 
863-1719, for more information. 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY 
| be set els 95 | p r 
Join us for a discussion on symbolic behavior 
“Beyond Art: Upper Paleolithic Image & Symbol,” SKY SHOWS 
March 11, 8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. on weekdays 
For information, call 750-7163 at 2 p.m. 
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+ ee eee 


This Valentine’s Day put hearts in your loved one’s eyes with a classic gift from 
... Choose from a beautiful selection of jewelry, gifts and apparel. 


WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 
Free Day Pe 
First Wednesday of FISH 
each month ROUNDABOUT 


closed for repairs 
until spring 1995 


SATURDAY 


Mexican Indigenous 
Dance, | p.m. 
(Traditional Arts) 
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Biology Forum for Docent Training Alaska Wilderness, Maxine Hong Biology Forum 
High School Teachers, Courses begin; 2 & 7:30 p.m. Kingston, 8 p.m. for Middle 
9 a.m.—2 p.m. 750-7153 (Volunteer (Members Meeting) (Conversations at the School Teachers 
(Education) Services) Herbst Theatre) (Education) 
ae PERMANENT —-— see) <a 
1 PENGUIN 1 4 EXHIBITS 1 5 PLANETARIUM Peek oe ee Brazilian Dance, 
FEEDINGS SafeQuake: SKY SHOWS RIUM Ser RE acid 1 p.m. (Traditional 
are at 11:30 a.m. hop on board on weekends oe a.m. Children’s on 
and 4 p.m. to experience an at 11 a.m., programs Sat. at 
every day earthquake simulating and at noon, 1, 2, Thur sday-Sunday, 12:30 & 3 p.m.; 
the ground move- 3 and 4 p.m. ee this month’s topic 
ment of two famous call 750-7138 is a celebration of 
Magical Music San Francisco Life in the Solar Mountains. Mexican Pre- 
Express, 1 p.m. ge System, 7:30 p.m. Columbian 
(Young Audiences) (Planetarium Music, 1 p.m. 
—---— Lecture) (Traditional Arts) 
ees DOLPHIN eae 
MEMBERS FEEDINGS SPECIAL EXHIBITS 
Please bring your are at 10:30 a.m., Life on the Edge: Preserving Our Coastal Wetlands, through April 9 
2 membership card 2? ai and 12:30, 2:30 2 8 Witness: Endangered Species of North America, through April 23 
when you visit the and 4:30 p.m. Birds of a Feather, through June 1995 
Academy. every day Hands on Science, through December 1995 
MARCH DATES TO REMEMBER ese 


UPCOMING MEMBERS MEETINGS 


Mar. 22 - Africa, with Dr. Robert Drewes (4th Wednesday instead of 2nd) 
April 19 - The Sierra Nevada, with Stephen F. Cunha 
May 10 - Open House for Members 


Mar. 2 - Spell of the Tiger (Special Lectures) 
Mar. 2 - Dr. Oliver Sacks (Conversations at the Herbst Theatre) 
Mar. 8 - Dr. George Schaller (Conversations at the Herbst Theatre) 
Mar. 11 - Beyond Art: Upper Paleolithic Image & Symbol (Wattis Symposium) 
Mar. 21 - Brian Fagan (Conversations at the Herbst Theatre) 


